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dent Nixon. 
"We will bring suit against 

all the conspirators, of which 
the President appears to be 
the ringleader," Ellsberg said. 
"Tbe President has led a con­
spiracy to deprive us «f our 
civil liberties." 

ELLSBERG AND Russo said 
they did not regret having re­
leased the Pentagon papers, 
which led lo the two years of 
liUgation, 

"We think that we had to 
tell the truth to the American 
people," Ellsberg said. "Tony 
and I did something right in 
our lives." 

Ellsberg and Russo f i r s t 

Continued OB page 1, col. 1 

I'lilLIi ' J. t ' A l ' U T O . Tlic 
Tribune's Rome correspondent, 
was reported unharmed yester­
day in Beirut, Lebanon, where 
he has been held prisoner sinc.> 

I Monday night by Palestinian 
guerrillas. 

Lebanese a r m y s o u r c e s 
quoted the guerrillas as say­
ing Coputo is alive and well. 
Efforts to contact him" directly 
have been unsuccessful. 

Caputo, 31, was seized on tlip 
road to the Beirut airport by 
the Popular Democratic Front 
tor the Liberation of Palestine, 
an extreme left-wing Maoist 
group which is suspected of 
having triggered the violence 

that led to clashes between 
guerrillas and Lebanese gov­
ernment forces for the last 
week. 

I He had gone to the scene to 
I cover a battle that broke out 
! shortly before midnight and 
reportedly was taken to a Pal­
estine refugee camp near the 

j airport along with his Leban­
ese taxi driver, who was re­
leased unharmed on Thursday. 

LEBANESE o f f i c i a l s are 
, working around the clock to ne-
I gotiate Caputo's release and 
I the United States Embassy in 
j Beirut is being kept Informed. 
His fellow foreign correspond-

I ents have checked all their 

about him. 

The P. D. F . L, P., a group 
regarded as one of the most 
volatile In the Palestinian guer­
rilla structure, considers Ca­
puto a "spy" because he was 
carrying an American passport 
and a camera when he was 
seized, the sources said. It re­
portedly also was suspicious 
when it l e a m ( d ~ ^ w u In 
Israel recently. 

Clayton Kirkpatrick. editor 
of The Tribune, i s s u ^ this 
statement: 

"We are deeply concerned 
for Phil Caputo's safety and 
we are pleased with the re-
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lire struCK :i DVIU, , , , - , , , 
building at 715-17 S, Lawndale 
Av. The building waa Insured 
for 1100,000. 

BERLAND and Wolf have 
collected more than $800,000 in 
fire insurance claims, $500/JO 
of which Wolf has reportedly 
used to buy more slums and 
develop the 2«00 block of 
Broadway into a bustling mall 
of boutiques and bars, 

Balin, of 35 Sheffield Dr.. 
Oak Brook, was charged with 
attempted arson. He allegedly 
planted a toaster fire bomb In 
a pool of 30 gallons of flamtpa-
ble liquid on Jan, U, 1073, In a 
vacated apartment at 1254-M 

r e t u r n L ' u u-ioii: Li,/ihii„i 
Court Judge Louis P. Garlppo, ha 
who set bonds at 125,000 and er* 
issued warrants for the arrest 
of the three. , 

If convicted on the arson g ^ 
charge, Berland and Wolf could rml 
be sentenced to a maximum of HQ 
20 years in prison. Balin could f v 
be sentenced lo lo years if Be 
convicted on the attempted 
arson charge, re-

Berland, a convicted Federal irly 
Housing Admuilstration swin- hat 
dler, has been described In po- Die 
lice reports a i a "larchman," v a 
but the grand Jury acUon vas the 

CofltlBwd ea page I , cH. lu 

And residents are the losers 

South Side slums: Where rats get fat, the owners play 
.iKSSlCX MARIE Caller, I 

m o n t h s old, awoke before 
.l;iwn April 17, first crying 
so[(ly for attention and then 
loudly kicking tbe reluctant 
'ousehold at «744 S. Racine 

AV. Into the motions of artoth-
fT day of drudgery In Chl-
•rafLQ's slums. 

\liles to the north, another 
r.-.mTiy was leading a vastly 
i,ffereni life. For GeraH H, 
> r jne. the days consist ol cora-
muLjn,? between his North Lake 
Short Drive apartment and his 
Loop office with Uroe out tot 
rooads td goU, seU at tennis, 
and e n o U that make the loct-
e typagw. 

Crane's life also consists of 
looking after hundreds of de­
caying, nmdown buildings. 
One of them is the home of 
Jessica Carter. 

AND ON THIS DAY a sin­
gle, horrible event occurred— 
an event that underscores the 
human suffering that thou­
sands must endure so that a 
few may prosper. 

As Jessica prepared to take 
her afternoon nap that day. 
Crane was returning from 
business activities to bis office 
at 1 « N. U Salle St. He 
greeted tbe elevator operator 
at 3 p . m. and proceeded to 

Task Force report 
The Tribune's Pulitzer Prize-wimilag Task Force spent 

(our months investigating the city's top 10 Slumlords. TUs 
article, tbe seventh aad final of a series telJs bow South Side 
slum operators work. Tbe series was prepared and written 
by David Young, Task Force director, and reporters Pa^'ela 
Zekman, Jerry Tbomton, and Robert Unger. 

his elaborately furnished office 
(or the remainder of the busi­
ness day. 

At almost the same time, 
Jessica awoke'in terror, bkxxl 
running from two lotall boles 
in b^r bead. A startled rat 

leaped to the floor and ictir-

ried into a bole In .the wal l 

JESSICA'S T E R R I F I E D 
mother clutched ber cbOd aod 
nisbed to S t Bentard' i Uospi-
tal for tbe rabtea abota l o 

common to residents of the 
neighborhood. By S p. m. Jes­
sica was returned to ber 
home. 

And at |H%cisely .S p. m. 
Gerald Crane's law offices 
closed (or the day . . 

"What can you.- do about 
ra ts?" asked Crane tbe day 
before Jessica ttu bitton, "We 
exterminate, but if tbe people 
next door have them, bow do 
you get rid of tbem?" 

Crane eamaetly told Tribune 
reportara that his building 
malntenaDce was extemlve 
and that Us ipadal war waa 
agaiflit n t f . Ba ISSKI npor t -
e n to talk (0 fate taaaato. 

"THEY DIDNT patch up 

any holes. All they did was 
puf down little bags, and the 
rats Just seem to run and play 
around It," said Letha Camp­
bell, who lives in the apart­
ment above Jessica. "They 
didn't really try to stop the 
rata." 

What makes Jessica's expe­
rience all the more tragic la 
that $2.90 might have prevent­
ed it. That's bow much Trib­
une reporters paid for four rat 
traps that caught seven rata tn 
tbe 24 hours after Jessica w u 
attacked. 

t b t R a d n e Avenue building 
and aootber at £305 S. Hooore 

St. were aued for U and St 
vk>latlons, respectively, by the 
Building Department lata last 
year. But a court hearing n 
March M left both buildingi 
rated "fully compiled." Thi 
suits were dUmlsaed. 

TRIBUNE iaresUgaters T*S 
ited tbe two buUdl i^ withti 

bouia after the court dismissal 
and found major vtoiationi un-
coriBcted. 

J t ' iUenU of both buUdlngt 
•ooff at tbe Building Depirt-
Btnt 'a inspection, caUing it a 
sham, ^ ^ 

"I " w (ba taqwdon wben 
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South Side slums: Where rats get fat, owners play games 
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Ibiy were out bare," said Mi%. 

BMle Cana o t . the 

' •DBDOog. "Tbey were 

' i r w n d tbe outakto of tbe 

Oulkllng, and I w» ted to (ell 

' tbem about tbe rat bolee. But 

they len wttboatcQatlttg tn-

akie." 

DURING THE beu« and 
day* Immediately after Jessi­
ca's attack, neighbors and 
f a m i l y members called 
Crape's office several times. 

some sort e f a coda to Identify 
each firm's bokfings. "Tbe 
vowels dktn't mean aaytblag," 

sakL "It didn't work, aad 
forgotten bow tbe formula 

CRANE'S STATEMENT that 
tbe system bad "tax advan­
tages" Is disputed by Internal 
Revenue Service experts who 
can't see where the advantage 
could have been. Crane aald 
only that "my tax man knows. 
I don't do my own taxes." 

Crane's scores of buildings, 
sued in Housing Court 84 times 

trying lo get something done since 1970, belong to these 
about toe rats. AU they r»- companies, and Crane is sup-
•ceived, they said, were prom- powdly only the trustee. For 
^ae$. Instance, legal documents on a 

Promises come easily from building at M54-36 S. Loomis 
the resourceful mind of O r a l d I Blvd. showed Crane was trus-
H. Crane. From his law office ' tee under "GeraM Crane Trust 
across the street from City > No. 7387-C" aad tbe owner was 
Hall, the lawyer-slumbrd dl- { Bart Realty Company, 100 N. 
reels his business thru a myri­
ad of oddly named corpora­
tions. 

They are realty companies, 
every one. And tbey usually 
have three letters: Pal, Sow, 
Rod, Hob, Pub; Saw, Top^ Pix, 
CRS, FOP, Eva, CRIS, Bart, 
Hobbs, Parr , and even My's 
Realty Company. 

CRANE ADMITTED to The 
Tribune that he has 14 such 
property owning companies 
under his direction and owner­
ship, but he would not provide 
their names. He will acknowl­
edge some of the company 
names sued hy tbe d ty but 
calls others "misspelling, the 
Building Department's mis­
take." 

Confusion, be said, was not 
the objective of the multiple 
companies that haunt his of­
fice. He said they simply were 
meant as a tax shield. 

The j t r a n g e names were 

U Salle St. 
The secretory o( state's re­

cords show that none other 
than Gerald H. Crane, S7S0 N. 
Lake Shore Dr., is president 
and registered agent o f ^ a r t 
Really Co. " 

THE S I M P L E soblerfDge 
and the confusion it caused in 
the aer^'lng of summonses and 
other legal stops kept Crane 
out of a messy lawsuit for one 
year while the county's courts 
tried to figure out what was 
going on. 

And the system continues to 
work. 

The confusion makes It easi­
er for Crane to walk away 
from one of the buildings wben 
its usefulness—Its ability to 
turn a profitn-bas ended. Since 
1971, he has left the city hold­
ing at least nine useless prop-
ertlgi, passed to city owner­
ship when the buildings were 
deiaolisbed by court order and 
liens to collect the costs were 

TriSun* Pho » by O t n H W*i t 

Rats in traps in bathroom of P K Carter apartment at 6744 S Racine Av. 
It was in tliis apartment fn tlie building owned by Gerald Crane that 
6-montfa-oId Jessica Marie Carter was bitten by rats. 

slapped against 
lots. 

the vacant ' Even when Crane was Iden* 

tifled as the owner on one 
BY SIMPLY suylag out of, property and the code viola-
..._t -_ 1-...— tL. _-_ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ court, an 

assistant corporation counael 

wasn't convinced the subter­

fuge ended. 

court and letting the legal 
process run its course, Crane 
also let the city pay the $8,540 
bill from the wrecking compa-
ies. 

Tbe particular case involved 
a string of vhHatlons at 100&-07 
W. 64th S t and included alle­
gations that lead in the paint 
endangered tbe residents. Tbe 
dty ' s l a w y e r alleged that 
Crane's lawyer, Irving Rlb-
stoin, tied about work done to 
correct tbe lead situation. A 
finding of contempt, the coon-
aet told tbe Judge, was In or­
der, but no contempt order 
was entered. 

C R A N E HIMSELF MAY 
have the opportunity to face a 
judge in the near future. Tbe 
state's attorney's office haa 
l o d g e d three complaints 
against the slumlord for crimi­
nal bousing management. Two 
of the charges stem from the 
building at 63d and Honor«' 
StreeU which recently was 
branded "fully complied," and 
the third stoma from the adja< 
cent btiildbg at 6300 S. Honore 
St. 

Manjr residenU o( Crane 

at 
p^Mc a l l m a thatr cgauct 
w t t tba Oaak O a a d j Daparv 
• a t at F i M v Aid haa • « • 
C n m a *%w slaalortf'* iaHg-
ttatMl « « M i tka dspertiMat. 
l > a i ^ a n a i s i a la w n k t e U l ^ 
ram h t fta welarw rwlpiaaia 
m C n m ' i w e n t bmidlafs, 
aa4 m a n b d l d t a p are bclag 
proeanad h r withbekliBg. 

H a w<t>fcr>Mtnt. however, 
a n w M i l f I w litUe eftoct ea 
Cnaa ' a p n o o a l life. Ha cea-
ttaoaa lo Batntala his apart­
ment at n o N, Lake Shore 
Dr., aad ta be an occasMoal 
aub)eet f«r tba society pages. 

TBC OTHER f t at 
Drive. anMbcr 
much tbe same 

tftaatloo. Brian Flisk lives In 
a petitbouse at the Sherry 
Apartments, &300 S. Lake 
a a n Dr. Parked below la Ms 
Uaeala CooUneatal, complete 
wttb tnlqibone. 

n U talks proudly about tlie 
more than 400 buildings he 
•wns or manages thruout the 
Sautb Sde , and conducts him­
self wilh arrogance and mus-
clf. Just 27 years old, he has 
beM In tbe landlord business 
(or only (our years. 

Tba twld silver letters on his 
• f f i C e door proclaim him 
d u d r a a n ot tbe board, aad 
the Sorib Side office's iaUrior 
Is appropriate to O a title. The 
office ia ittirad with vtV?ot 
drapes, fariiM earpatiaf, 

'twin red telolMHwa e n a hoge 
blghly-polishal daak. One waU 
is covered with u kMet waO 
unit for tolevlaloR, i t a n o , and 
tape deck. 

ONLY THE POLICE-etyle 
walkie-talkie, always lo FUsk's 
band or go bla desk, looks out 
of place. But it heipe him 
"keep in tood i " wltk h b em­
pire and hia aokUers. 

With his twin brother, Bar­
ry, Flisk ramrods tl« H. J . 
Coleman Realty Co., 4709 S. 
State St., but otber m y M r l e a 
companies weave bi and out t t 
tha Coleman network. 

And there arf yalld flnarirlil 
r e ^ o n s for thtfWranganaat: 

• After a comt appotited 
him receiver for a bugs biOd* 
ing, Flisk poured t b o n a a d i ol 
dollars Into a plumUng oo«i> 
pany consisting of one maD~.t 
Flisk employe. 

• In tbe same receivarshlp, 
Flisk paid more thousands to 
a one-man construction corn­

ier a rw 
sia(iHje<»rfttu. 

• Qei«9S3t>b u j r v n ^ a*-
cwity tar thi 

tata a aecvr^y _, ^ 
lists h ia as w e fraatAeuL. 

• More mooey west beet la 
ih* Colemaa ceotpaay Ura 
"salary rebates" to C o k n n 
staff members. 

• la an. |ll>,oea ta cxpeixft-
t u n a were approved ^ tba 
court daring tbe reoelveribkp— 
aod fn,000 of U west la Fltak-
r cUud 

r \ ^ frmtitmai tki« 
kad k e v aa maaiar «• par Oa 
kiAi, a « M amr^mm <•»-
p a s M a r « v » « M M ̂  tteW 
K M y aari l k « be ha4 had ta 
pajaooM at tkakaOa i f a s lM» 
ova ^ackat 

"Otr^ can hi u y i k i t r M 
isrnriilied Jodfe Era! aakaA, 

THE BUILDLN-G la al U U 
S. Dreicl Blvd. It first wcol 
Into receivership becaose <i 
code vwlatkos 00 Jan. 14, 

. 1973. aad Judge Franklia I. 
I Krai appointed FUsk receiver 
I "because H, J, Colemaa Co. 
: w u the manager of the buHd-
I ing at the thne aod FUsk w u 
president of H. J. Colemaa." 

In the following months. Bri-
j an Flisk, who managed the 

f i v e - s t o r y , lOO-unit building 
into disrepair, went on to prof­
it on the receivership, and ac­
tually came out holding the 
mortgage on (be boUdlag. Us­
ing tbe mortgage n a lever, 
ha then bought out tbe owners. 

As receiver, Flisk f t k l 
|SI,333.6Vtmr several months 
^ z ' y k B Plumbing, a compa­
ny whose letterhead says it 
opffatas out of SOIS S. King 
VT. under the presidency of 
Frank Burnett. Trlburw inves­
tigators found the addreaa to 
be an apartment building 
FUsk controls, and Burnett to 
t>e the self-announced Janitor 
of the building. 

NO STATE er local agency 
h u ever heard ot F 4 B 
Plumbing, nor have phunblng 
contractors associathms or the 
pluipben union. 

Further, Flisk paid |19,m.S0 
to J . Radolak Constiiiction 
Co., a company Flisk admits 
i i owned by H. J . Coleman 
Co., with " J . Radolak only a 
salaried carpenter." 

Another $1,500 went to Cole­
man for I n s u r a n c e , and 
18,946.71 w u funneled back to 
Coleman for "salary rebates," 
A total of $3,000 went to a sca­
venger service Flisk admits 
Coleman owns. 

Tba accounting sheets for all 
theaa axpeoditurci were ap­
proved later by Judge Krai. 

WBEN TRIBUNE reporters 
idcad about tbe seU-s«rviog 

a b o a t FKak's ^ _ 
"He acBt me r t a o e M 1. 
aad veocbcra «a eack 
Otherwise, f M V V waaU 
approved the arcwactag ' 

' ^ ' t h e r , the )edge 
FUsk did not u k tbe c«ai 
fmandal help tn n 
bTiMing d o r j ^ tbe 
ship. 

•1 PRESUME Ihe 
generated enough money t t n 
renU to pay tbe bills." Krml 
said, "or he wouki have been 
In court for help, asking for 
recci^'ers certincates. He 
didn't ask." 

Krai u l d Flisk Issued re­
ceivers certificates ooce early 
in the receivership, and that 
was to H. J, Colemac Ce. The 
certiflcatoi eventually g a v e 
him the Irvcr to abtaln tb t 
building from tbe ownrrs. 

Flisk, who has been sued v , 
t i a « in. 90'afc. i Court since 
lato 1ST2. has had a nmidog 
battle with the Peoples p a s 
Co. which has charged him 
with the theft of tZS.OOO worth 
of g u . Hie piping for one 
such "steal ," according lo the 
company, w u ao poorly done 

jthat f u escaped thru tha 
>walls "turning tba e n t i r e 
: building into a time bomb," 
and police investigators war* 
afraid to take pictures (or fear 
a camera fUshbulb would 
cause an explosion. 

AT THE HEAT OF THE gas 
company squabble, gas ofTi-
claU told a Judge that they 
olton were barred from read­
ing meters in Flisk buildings 
by tough-looking and tough-
acting men bearing badges 
from tbe Counterpoint Bureau 
of Investigation, a company 
showing Flisk u vice presi­
dent. 

In a recent segment, tbe g u 
to FUsk's office w u turned oU 
by the g u company and on by 
Flisk men three times in tbrea 
days. Finally, the gas compa­
ny removed the pipes at the * • 
g u main In the street u FUsk. 
tokl a reporter that he fuUy 
Intended to turn the g u oa 
again. 

STARTS SATURDAY. 
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